CHAPTER V
THE BIRTH OF A STAR
To Marie, the days immediately succeeding the scene
with Longford were one prolonged nightmare. It
seemed to her that each evening her turns earned less
and less applause, although she made heroic efforts to
prevent her depression from affecting her work. The
worry and uncertainty wore away her courage. When a
fortnight had passed and she had not heard from her
lover, she sent him a letter. " I want nothing but your
love/* Marie wrote, " without it, the mainstay of my life
has gone. To keep it I am willing to make any sacrifice.
Do not blot me out of your existence, that is all I ask.
If I have extinguished your affection by my foolish
concealment of Fancourt's friendship, for the sake of our
unborn child, give me a chance to try and rekindle it"
Ralph burnt the letter on the hearth, on which, on cold
days, Marie had been wont to warm her hands before
caressing him. In reply, he sent her his cheque for her
month's rent, then due, with a curt message that this
would be his kst remittance.
Longford's communication convinced Marie that her
lover would not relent She fretted about the coming
termination of her contract and trusted that it would be
renewed, for she reckoned that if her voice did not
weaken, she would be able to work for three or four
months longer before her condition became apparent.
She decided to move into cheap lodgings immediately,
for she realized that every penny she could save would
be required to cover the cost of her confinement, and to
support her child while she was out of work. Hardships
for herself she could tolerate, but she was desperately
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